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The Story of Sharpics and the D-Flector Portable Photo Studio 
 
Our family business was founded in 1967 offering professional portrait and wedding photography.  
In the transition from film to digital, our family business has become digitally savvy – enjoying the 
benefits of digital photography.   
 
As a result, Sharpics, Inc. was created to provide “do-it-yourself” applications for experts and 
novices that produce professional-quality pictures easily with excellent service.  Our mission is to 
re-define the digital photography industry with cost-effective and innovative solutions.  
 
It’s amazing how many industries including commercial art, manufacturing, technology, publishing, 
graphics, retail, and the internet use product photography on a daily basis.  Benefits from a digital 
camera include flexibility, immediate results and editing capabilities.  Not to mention cost and time 
savings by sharing images professionally and personally through the internet.  We saw a need for 
cost effective ways to make product photography much easier than it currently was. 
 
We were challenged by the expense and lack of options available for product and studio 
photography. This opportunity inspired the D-Flector Portable Photography Studio.     
 
   
 
         
 
 
 
 
How did the D-Flector come to be?        
That�s a good question. Jeffrey Mazon, Founder of Sharpics, Inc. has been involved in the 
consumer electronics industry for over twenty years specializing in project management. 
 
As an R&D Manager, part of his responsibilities include: creating training materials, product 
presentations, and other communication tools. He used digital photographs of products in his 
presentations because of the impact they provided in communicating information. 
 
Jeff originally created photographs with a floating-on-air effect using expensive equipment in a 
dedicated studio environment. His colleagues wanted this effect for their presentations too. But it 
took too much time going back and forth from the office to the studio.   
 
That�s when the light bulb went off and Jeff came up with the idea of a portable photo studio that 
any one could use on their desk. It would also be easier to download photos directly to documents 
or web pages.  Meanwhile, his wife, Danica had been dabbling in online auctions and was an avid 
scrapbooker. She saw a huge opportunity especially with the poor quality photos being used online 
and the amount of people that were using product photography in scrapbooking.  
 
After many long months of developing the concept, the D-Flector was born. Together with Danica, 
they created a business. It was Danica’s father, a professional photographer that inspired them to 
pursue this revolutionary concept in an industry they know extremely well.  Sharpics is dedicated 
to making pictures unforgettable!  Please visit www.sharpics.com for more information on the 
revolutionary D-Flector. 
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Sharpics, Inc. Introduces the “Ultimate Solution” to Product Photography,  
The D-Flector Portable Photo Studio and Monopod!  

Now, you too can create great looking professional photos in minutes. 
 

The D-Flector Portable Photo Studio Looks Just Like A Briefcase It is available in three sizes including 
18”W, 24”W, and 30”W.  They are perfect for taking pictures of items including: products, collectibles, 
antiques, furniture, small animal, electronics and more. It’s your secret weapon for great photos! 
  
The Many Uses For Product Photography Featuring The D-Flector Portable Photo Studio Include: 
Inventory for home and business, estate planning, appraisals, online auctions, web sites, e-commerce, 
packaging, marketing and communication materials, scrapbooking, newsletters, invitations, signs, advertising 
and much more.    
 
Sharpics, Inc. Introduces Their Newest Product Line A Signature Monopod They have created a 
professional, heavy duty, yet light weight monopod that is easy to use.  It is perfect for anyone who has 
space restraints or who does a lot of photo shoots. Sharpics, Inc. is dedicated to creating solutions for digital 
photography.  If your pictures look great we look great!  
 
The D-Flector Dazzled Hollywood with Rave Reviews The buzz at the annual MacGathering, the annual 
computer show held at the infamous Beverly Garland�s Holiday Inn was the “D-Flector.” “It’s so simple it’s 
brilliant” was heard throughout the show.  MacGathering attendees and D-Flector enthusiasts include: Jerry 
Mathers, and René Auberjonois known for his roles on Benson, Star Trek, Deep Space 9, and the hit show, 
Boston Legal.  
 
There Are Many Uses for Professional Photos Using The D-Flector and Sharpics Monopod 
Quick and Easy! Here are some tips to get started using product photography and the D-Flector to 
increase income, save memories or create your own inventory photos for insurance or estate planning.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.  What are the Simple Steps to Setting Up an On-Line Auction? 
A. First, Go online and set up a User ID and participate in some of the auctions being offered.  If you are 

interested in becoming a seller, the best place to start is by becoming a buyer.  Once you have bought 
something on eBay, you will begin to understand what makes an auction good and a seller trustworthy. 
To get started-visit: http://pages.ebay.com/help/newtoebay/index.html 

 
·  Find an item to set up an auction with and set a minimum bid price.   There are a variety of 

ways to set up an auction; you can create a reserve on your auction to make sure you are covering 
all the expenses of the product being sold including a shipping cost. The more details you have in 
your auction, the better. 

 
·  Create Your Auction Page. Start with an Exact, Exciting and Effective Title.  The three E’s.”  

Remember there is a 55 character limit.   Sample title “ Favorite & Highly Recommended Canon 
S3IS Camera. NIB Buy Now!”   NIB means, “ New in Box,” A common abbreviation used on eBay to 
save characters.  There are many abbreviations to use that will save time and characters. 

 

 
D-Flector Setup 

 
Results 
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·  Pictures are KEY! Take a picture of the item, or scan a copy of it. Scanning is excellent for 
stamps, CDs, or books, anything that is flat. When creating your art work, remember the picture is 
one of the most important components. The customer’s first impression is a picture the size of a 
thumbprint.  Which one of these would you buy? 

 

                                     
·  A picture is worth a thousand words”  A great looking photo with a clean white background will out 

sell items because the detail will stand out opposed to a cluttered background where the product 
tends to blend in.  With the D-Flector, you can save time by not having to edit out the background 
out.  It will equate into a higher bid price which means more profit.   

·  Write an Exciting, Effective and Exact description.  Always tell the truth when selling items on 
eBay. Don’t underestimate the significance of product details-the quality, condition, etc.  Getting 
positive feedback from your buyers is important to long-term selling success. 

·  Monitor your auction periodically. Auctions usually run seven days. Potential customers may 
contact you with questions. Respond in a timely manner and tweak you auction if necessary to 
address any overlooked details. 

·  Contact the winner of the auction. Deliver everything that was promised quickly and efficiently.  
Make sure to ship auction items out within three days of receiving payment from the winning bidder. 

 

                                             
 
·  Track ROI.  The most important phrase to an eBay Power Seller is “Return on Investment.”  Look at 

what improvements you can implement for the next auction to increase the bid price.  The goal is to 
always get a higher bid price than the last one and keep your expenses low.  

      
Q.  Why is a D-Flector better than a plain white background for home or office inventory? 
A. Other white backdrop materials (like paper or muslin) leave a grayish tone.  The D-Flector has a 

reflective background. When used with flash lighting, the result is a virtual invisible background as seen 
above on the left. The details are more prominent. This is very important for insurance claims, 
appraisals, home and office inventories or estate planning.  Most white backgrounds leave a muddy gray 
or yellow appearance, as seen above.  Using the D-Flector saves time and money.   

 
Q.  Is there a good resource book for creating online auctions?   
A.  Yes, we highly recommend “eBay PowerSellers Secrets” by Brad and Debra Schepp.   
      It is a great resource with lots of tips and examples by some of the most successful eBay 
      PowerSellers of all time. Order online at www.sharpics.com. 
 

 
White paper background 

 
Results using the D-Flector 

 
Results using the D-Flector 

 
Typical Auction Photo 
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Q. How easy is it to start scrapbooking and what does it take to get started?  
A. It is extremely easy.  All you need to do is get a scrapbook or a three ring binder and start creating pages 
about special events, people, births, everyday life, college, and so much more. Use photos, different types of 
fabrics, paper, stamps and more. Take pictures of favorite items using the D-Flector as seen here. You can 
add fun artistic touches, hand painted flowers and more.  It’s a great family event!  A great resource is 
www.creatingkeepsakes.com.  
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Use the D-Flector Portable Studio for Product Photography  
 
IT’S AS EASY AS 1-2-3! The D-Flector contains a reflective background that activates when photographed 
with a flash or strobe lighting as the main light source.  The result is a white background.  The same effect 
that was once time-consuming and expensive can now be done in minutes.    

 
 
Now you can do-it-yourself!  Easy to Follow Steps for Great Photos. 

·  Place D-Flector on a tabletop surface.  
·  Open D-Flector and lock background support hinge.  
·  Position the item to be photographed as desired.  
·  Set your camera on a stable platform (i.e. tripod or monopod).  Slight motion can distort your image.  
·  Macro setting may be needed for close-up photography.  Check your camera user guide for proper 

focusing distances and techniques.   
·  Make sure the flash is ready.  Control light intensity by simply adjusting the distance between the 

object and the flash.  For best results, the flash must be pointed at least 30-degrees above the 
reflective background surface.  See illustration below.  

·  Then simply point and shoot.  
 

                                                
D-Flector Features: 

·  Opens into a seamless background stand.  
·  Highly reflective white background material reinforced with a polymer substrate.  
·  Durable photographic surface.  
·  Easy to clean with a damp cloth.  
·  Collapsible background stand turns into an attractive carrying case.  
·  Chrome-plated latches.  
·  The handle is top mounted for easy setup.  
·  Hardwood construction with overlapping corner joints.  
·  Sturdy lid support locks into a 90° angle.  
·  Four non-skid feet.  

 
D-Flector Models: 

·  DF-180-The "Mini"  D-Flector is 18”Wx28” curved length. This is the smallest and most economical 
photo studio specifically designed for small items such as model trains, coins, collectibles, CD/DVDs, 
bracelets, and watches.  Retails for $89.99. 

·  DF-240-The "Original"  D-Flector is 24”Wx35” curved length. This is the best seller and perfect for 
mobile electronics, books, dolls/bears, collectibles, and antiques. Retails for $129.99.  

·  DF-300-The "Large"  D-Flector is 30”Wx41” curved length. This is the most sought-after model that 
covers larger items such as electronics, toys, footwear, handbags, novelties, and handheld tools. 
Retails for $159.99. 
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Sharpics Tabletop Monopods Models: 
·  MP-95 This monopod has a 3-way panhead and ball & socket joint that clamps to 

any table up to 2-1/2 inches thick. No more tripping over tripod legs! The 
Sharpics Monopod is of professional quality, lightweight and easy to store.  It is 
getting rave reviews from all the critics. Retails for $49.99. 

 
Where can I purchase the D-Flector or Sharpics Monopod? 
They are both available for purchase exclusively online at www.sharpics.com.  All major 
credit cards are accepted.  Products are shipped via UPS Standard Ground unless 
otherwise specified.  Shipping to Hawaii, Alaska, and Puerto Rico will be shipped via 
USPS Priority Mail.  International shipping is also available.  Please contact us for 
shipping options. 
 
Do your products have any warranty? 
Yes.  We will warrant all D-Flectors and Sharpics’ Monopods to be free of defective materials and 
workmanship for a period of 1 year from the date of purchase and will repair or replace any such defective 
part without charge for 1 year.  Please contact us at support@sharpics.com for more details. 
 
Do you offer discounts on multiple orders? 
Yes, shipping is automatically combined on multiple orders.  If you are ordering more than 10 units you may 
contact us for a special rate at www.sharpics.com or (858) 780-0072.  
 
Does the D-Flector come with a user guide? 
Yes, every D-Flector comes with a user guide. They can also be printed from www.sharpics.com.   
 
What can I use the D-Flector for?  
The D-Flector is designed for product photography.  It is available in three sizes ranging from 18”Wx28” to 
30”Wx40 and is perfect for taking pictures of all types of items including: cell phones, collectibles, packaged 
goods, computers, accessories, food, books, clothing, musical instruments, small furniture, electronics, and 
more. The D-Flector can also be used for creating packaging, materials for advertising, marketing, public 
relations or to sell items on-line.  It can also be used to document items for inventory, insurance or estate 
planning.  Objects that are predominantly white, reflective or transparent may not be ideal against a white 
background. 
 
How to take care of the D-Flector? 
The D-Flector has a protective coating.  One of the best attributes about the D-Flector is how easy it is to 
clean.  Unlike paper backgrounds, you can use transparent tape to position products as desired.  Just wipe 
any residue clean with a damp cloth.  When not in use, the D-Flector collapses into a portable carry case.  
The D-Flector is made of a strong but lightweight wood exterior. Please store in a dry place and do not stack 
anything on top of unit.    
 
What makes the D-Flector stand out from all the rest? 
The D-Flector contains a reflective background that activates when photographed with flash or strobe lighting 
as the main light source.  The background of the object being photographed is pure white.  The object 
appears to be floating-on-air.  Other product photography solutions require energy-consuming hot lamps or 
require a dedicated workspace and most of all could be very expensive.  The D-Flector is very affordable, 
easy to use and produces results very quickly. 
 
What type of camera does the D-Flector support?  
Most digital cameras today have the capabilities that you would need for the D-Flector.  These capabilities 
should include a built-in flash, macro (close-up) feature, adjustable shutter speed, adjustable exposure, light 
metering and zoom.   A three multi-pixel camera is sufficient for web pages or electronic media unless you 
intend to use the photographs for large prints.   
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Steady Platform (tripod, monopod) – Still photography is exactly that - the object  
and camera must remain completely still.  A steady platform is essential for a sharp 
photograph.  Any slight movement such as pressing the shutter can cause a fuzzy 
photograph.  This can be undetected until you download the photograph into your 
computer and view it on a bigger display.  We offer an easy to use Sharpics Tabletop 
Monopod in our online store to prevent any challenges with fuzzy pictures.  
 
Photo Editing Software (shadows, exposure) – There are three situations where 
editing may be needed when using the D-Flector: 

·  Cropping/resizing – A large image on a web page or electronic document will load slowly. Consider 
resizing the larger images to where quality does not suffer. 

·  Color correction – Cameras will react differently with color in different lighting conditions.  A photo 
editor can adjust hue, saturation and other attributes. 

·  Removing shadows – Shadows can provide a more dimensional look but if you desire a floating on 
air effect you could consider removing shadows.  A large distance between the built-in flash and the 
lens will cast shadows.  Some photo editing programs will allow you to select a certain area within 
the picture to remove the shadows.  The D-Flector makes this process easy by minimizing the work. 

 
Using a Soft Box – A soft box or umbrella/strobe lighting is used by many professional photographers for its 
wide distribution of diffused light.  This is ideal to get rid of any unwanted shadows.  A single soft box will 
provide enough light to surround the object and the reflective background. 
 
Photographing Jewelry – Reflective objects such as jewelry can become a challenge in any studio.  It is 
recommended that a soft box is used for jewelry when using a reflective white background.  The soft box can 
control the amount of diffused light and glare when shooting transparent objects like jewelry.  Objects that 
are predominantly white, reflective or transparent may not be ideal against a white background. 
 

Evaluative Metering – Most camera manufacturers use a pre-flash to measure the average 
ambient light and adjust the built-in flash output accordingly.  Cameras interpret color in a 
gray-scale for flash exposure.  An 18% gray-scale is a typically setting for flash exposure on 
digital cameras.  This may be acceptable if you’re taking a picture of newlyweds dressed in a 

black tux and white dress but can cause a dark image when using a reflective backdrop like the D-Flector.  
Other parts of the image can be under or over-exposed.  If your camera only uses this technology, you can 
adjust Exposure Value (EV) or shoot outside the D-Flector frame then crop. 
 

Center-Weighted – Some manufacturers use the auto-focus area (within the frame) to 
measure the ambient light.  This will narrow the light measurement to the focus area and 
ignore the surroundings.  Thus, the flash output will provide the necessary light to provide a 
white background off the D-Flector. 

 
Center-Spot – More advanced cameras allow you to change the metering to three modes 
including center-spot.  Center-spot mode will only measure a smaller area (less than 5%) of 
the picture to provide the necessary flash exposure.  This mode is preferred when using the D-
Flector for product photography. 

 
.  
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Compare pictures taken with and without the D-Flector Portable Photo Studio.  Other backgrounds can be 
distractive or de-value the product. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here’s What They’re Saying About the D-Flector! 
 

 “The product works great, will save me a ton of clean photo time.” 
 “Backdrop is great. Very pro all around.”  
 “Good deal here, just what I needed for my NEW CAMERA” 
 “Fabulous invention! I�ve needed this for years! Thanks!”  
 “All I have to say is AWESOME for what I take photos of. Thanks!!!!” 
 “Great product for eBay sellers. Fast service and email status. Recommend highly” 
 “AMAZING PRODUCT! VERY KIND PEOPLE. I LOVE IT! THANKS! STRONGLY RECOMMEND!” 
 “Fantastic item! Great packaging. Very nice quality, couldn�t ask for more!” 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Clean Sweep-“ The background material is made of tough, extremely reflective plastic.  We were able to 
make pleasing product shots using only an electronic viewfinder camera and it’s built-in-flash.  What more 
could an eBay Power seller ask for?”         
 
-Popular Photography Magazine 
 
 
Smart, Simple & Effective-“You gotta love its simplicity! The D-Flector from Sharpics is one of those unique 
products with an uncommon combination of functionality, clean design, and affordability. Essentially a white 
seamless background inside an attractive hardwood portfolio case, the easy-to-carry D-Flector is ideal for 
shooting small objects. Place the case on a table or desk, open it up, position your subject on the 
background, and shoot away. Besides the D-Flector, all you really need to create great product photos is 
your camera, a flash unit and a tripod or other form of camera support.”      
 
-Photographic Magazine 
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“ As soon as I got my hands on a D-Flector, I wished I©d had one 30 years ago!  It would have saved me 
a fortune in film and time for small product photography. Now that I�m using it with digital imaging, it makes a 
beautiful, fast seamless background tool with a minimum of Photoshop work." 
 
-Chuck Behrman,  
C.H Behrman Photography 
 
 
“ Get Your Whites Whiter Get the gray out of tabletop product shots with the D-Flector, a portable studio for 
product photography.  The D-Flector provides a 24-inch-by-35-inch seamless backdrop that closes into a 
manageable 25-inch-by-18-inch briefcase.  The highly reflective white background is reinforced with a 
polymer substrate that�s activated with a strobe or flash, preventing the grayish cast in most white 
backgrounds.  When you�re finished shooting for a client project, use the $129.99 D-Flector (Model DF-240) 
to give your eBay auctions a professional flair.”  
 
-How Magazine 
 
  
“ It is a GREAT product. My wife and I are eBay PowerSellers and bought the D-Flector.  In just a few short 
days, and without being experienced with the product or even all our camera settings, we have taken some 
wonderful photos.”         
 
-Martin & Cheryl Adamo, 
eBay PowerSellers 
 
 
“ Love it! I use it every time I have to photograph something for eBay and never want to be without it.” 
 
-Brad Schepp,  
Co-Author of the best selling book, “eBay PowerSeller Secrets”, published by McGraw Hill 
 
  
“You’re product is amazing. As an entrepreneur and small business owner we handle much of our creative 
in-house. The D-Flector and Sharpics Monopod save time and money.  The directions were easy to follow. 
The pictures looked extremely professional and clean.  We took a 100 product shots in record time and with 
virtually no additional editing.”  
 
-Joe Suchy,  
President Bake Shoppe Specialties, Inc.  
 
 
“ When we were robbed of a priceless jewelry collection a couple of years ago, the police asked for 
photos.  We didn’t have any.  Now we’re using D-Flector to document just about everything in our house 
from crystal pieces to artwork to new jewelry. Our insurance files are up to date in record time.” 
 
-J. Johnson, 
 Happy Customer 


